
Phonics at 

Franche  



 

At Franche, we follow Letters and Sounds.  

Letters and Sounds is a detailed and systematic 

phonic programme divided into phases. There 

are six phases that support children’s phonic 

knowledge and progression of skills.  

Visit the website!  

 

 

There are lots of useful ideas and 

resources to support your child at 

home.  

 
Activities to support your child  

 
Listen to sounds in the environment.  

Where are the sounds coming from? What can you hear?  
Can you compare the sounds? Is the sound loud or quiet?  

 
 
 

Develop awareness of sounds and rhythms.  
Sing songs and identify rhymes in stories.  

 
To hear and say the initial sound in words. 

I spy with my little eye something beginning with... 
Think of an item. Say the word lots of times to your child emphasising 

the initial sound and then ask them, what sound does it start with?  
 

Sing the alphabet song. 



Online resources  
 
Phonics Play is an online, interactive resource. There are many games 
that your child can play on for free!  

 
https://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/ 

 
 
 

Geraldine the Giraffe  
Visit ‘you tube’ and type in ‘Mr Thorne does Phonics’. There are short 
videos of Geraldine the Giraffe looking for different sounds in words.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
These are the sounds that are taught during Reception.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tricky Words  

These are the words that we can not sound out. At school, we write 
these in red and then the children start to remember that these are 

tricky words and we can’t sound them out, we just have to know them.  
Phase 2 tricky words are: 

I     no      go     the     to    into  



Key Vocabulary  
 
Digraph- A digraph is two letters that make one 
sound/phoneme e.g. ch, sh, th, ee, oo.  
It is important when talking about these that the 
children use the letter names to describe them i.e. C and a H say ch. 

                                                                          
Trigraph- A trigraph is three letters that make one 
sound/phoneme e.g. igh, ure, ear. It is important 
when talking about these that the children use the 
letter names to describe them i.e. I, G, H say igh as in (high.) 

 
It is very important to enunciate the phonemes very clearly and not to 
add an ‘uh’ to some (e.g.‘ssssssss’ and not ‘suh’, ‘mmmmmmmm’ and 

not ‘muh’  
 

Learning to robot talk!  
 

The children use their robot arms to help when 
blending and segmenting. The children alternate 

moving one arm up or down for each sound in 
the word they are working with. The children are 

taught to always clap the sounds together and 
say the entire word at the end. E.g. “j-a-m, jam.”  

 
 
 

Sound Buttons 
 

It is an important skill to be able to correctly 
identify the number of sounds in a word. We 

use sound buttons to help us identify the 
sounds. A line is used if it is a digraph or a tri-

graph!  


